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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  1949 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc-,  D.P.H. 
(Also  Divisional  M.O.  for  North  Herts.) 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

NORMAN  HOLT,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I.,  Cert. R. San. Inst. 

(Meat  and  Foods) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

WILLIAM  MILEHAM  MATHEWS,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 
Cert-R.  San. Inst.  (Meat  and  Foods) 

Clerical  Staff: 

FRANCIS  SYDNEY  BAILEY 
FREDERICK  VALENTINE 


Offices : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Divisional  Health  Office,  12  Brand  Street,  Hitchin.  Tel. : 107 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Council  Offices,  Brand  Street,  Hitchin.  Tel. : 1070 
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HITCHIN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and.  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  above  report  prepared  on  the  directions  of 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  is  shown  by  the  vital  statistics 
to  be  favourable,  while  a local  age  distribution  above  the  national 
average  explains  the  continued  somewhat  low  local  birthrate  and 
higher  deathrate.  Application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  0.94 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  gives  a Standardised  Death  Rate 
of  11. 6. 

Housing  continues  to  be  the  main  public  health  problem  of 
Hitchin,  complicated  as  regards  existing  substandard  housing  by 
the  limited  applicability  of  pre-war  housing  legislation  and  by 
the  continued  scarcity  of  alternative  accommodation. 

As  the  present  growth  of  your  town  is  mainly  to  the  North  East 
on  the  rising  ground  of  Walsworth  your  Council  has  been  active 
during  the  year  in  efforts  to  improve  both  the  general  and  the 
health  amenities  of  the.  intervening  Walsworth  Common. 

I would  acknowledge  having  received  during  the  year  every 
assistance  from  your  Council  and  its  chief  officers,  particularly 
from  Mr.  N.  Holt,  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  respon- 
sible for  the  attached  sanitary  report. 


June,  1950. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER, 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


LOCAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Civilian  population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for 
micl-1949 

Number  ot  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April,  1950 
Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1950 
Estimated  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1950/51 


3.«50 

19,880 

5,667 

£142,858 

£573 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1949 


Live  Births  : 

Totals  M 

Legitimate  . . 294  144 

Illegitimate  14  6 


F 


HITCH  IN 
URBAN 
DISTRICT 


150 

8 


Rate 

for  Eneland  and 
Wales. 


All  . . 30S  150  158 

Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident  population 
Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  8 5 3 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  and  stillbirths 

Deaths  . . . . 244  125  119 

Rate  per  1000  of  the  esti- 
mated' resident  population 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under 

ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  ! 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000 
legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  births 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1 year: 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


15-5 

16.7 

25 

23 

12.3 

IT.7 

23 

32 

20 

7i 

6 

1 


Total 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 46 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . 1 

Comment  on  Local  Vital  Statistics: 

The  estimate  of  the  Registrar-General  gives  an  increase  in  pop- 
ulation of  120  from  the  previous  year. 

Birth  and  death  rates  show  little  change  on  the  previous  year, 
the  first  continuing  below  and  the  second  above  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales.  In  this  connection  the  Registrar-General 
assesses  local  age  distribution  as  above  the  national  average,  with 
a comparability  factor  of  0.94. 

Local  infant  mortality  rates  continue  favourable. 

Seven  deaths  are  recorded  from  tuberculosis,  against  4 in  the 
previous  year. 

SECTION  R. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

These  are  unchanged. 

SECTIONS  C— E. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA,  HOUSING 
AND  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Full  reports  on  the  above  are  contained  in  the  attached  report  of 
your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  was  relatively 
small,  totals  of  notified  cases  being:  whooping  cough  41,  chicken 
pox  36,  measles  24,  pneumonia  17,  scarlet  fever  10,  and  puerperal 
pyrexia  2. 

Scarlet  fever  cases  were  of  sporadic  distribution  with  evident 
low  infectivity,  almost  confined  in  incidence  to  the  age  group  3-10 
years  and  mainly  to-  the  fourth  quarter.  For  measles  1949  was  an 
interval  year  and  numbers  notified  were  very  low. 

The  local  share  in  the  nation  wide  recurrence  of  acute  poliomyel- 
itis in  the  late  summer  was  one  single  case  (of  encephalitic  type) 
in  a young  child  which  terminated  fatally. 

One  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning  in  a young  child  was 
proved  due  to  Salm.  typhi-murium  but  the  source  of  infection 
despite  full  investigation  could  not  be  ascertained. 
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For  another  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  confirmed  in  the 
district.  Despite,  its  continued  absence  from  the  area  the  offer  of 
protection  of  infants  by  immunisation  continued  to  be  accepted  by 
a large  majority  of  parents. 

Tuberculosis  : 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  during  the  year. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Age  Periods 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-Res- 

piratory 

Res- 

piratory 

Non- Res- 
piratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0 — 1 

1-  5 

5—i5 

15-25 

25—35  

35-45  

45—55  

55—65 

and  over 

2 — 

3 2 

3 1 

3 1 

3 1 



2 — 

— 2 

1 — 

— 2 

1 — 

1 — 

— - — 

TOTALS 

14  5 

2 2 

3 2 

— — 

New  notifications  were  almost  equal  in  number  with  the  previous 
year  and  the  total  of  5 deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  inden- 
tical  with  the  figure,  for  1948. 

After  final  transfers  the  Registrar-General  allocated  to  the  dis- 
trict 6 deaths  (2  male  and  4 female)  from  tuberculosis  of  the  res- 
piratory system  and  1 (female)  death  from  other  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis. 


June,  1950. 


VICTOR  R.  WALKER, 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health • 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  eighth  Annual  Report  upon  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1949. 

Regarding  Housing  I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  thei  consid- 
erable number  of  families  who  are  living  in;  insanitary  and  unfit 
houses,  houses  which,  but  for  the  War,  would  have  now  been 
demolished.  These  families,  because  they  have  a roof  over  their 
heads,  and  usually  a leaky  one,  appear  to  be  condemned  to  live 
in  undesirable  and  unhealthy  conditions  for  an  indefinite  period, 
often  without  the  most  elementary  sanitary  facilities,  e.g.  a water 
supply  inside  the  house  and  the  necessary  sink.  I should  be  glad 
to  see  the,  Council  allocate  a small  percentage,  say  5%  of  their  new 
Council  houses  to  these  unfortunate  families,  and  take  other  steps 
to  demolish  the  vacated  cottages.  A very  limited  programme  of 
demolition  of  these  unfit  dwellings  could  then  be  commenced. 

Again  during  the  year  the  inspection  of  food  engaged  the  San- 
itary Inspectors  for  a considerable  time  e.g.  meat  inspection  at  the 
Bacon  Factory,  milk  and  ice-cream  sampling,  and  the  examination 
of  foodstuffs  in  retail  shops.  Meat  inspection  now  requires  the  ser- 
vices of  one  Sanitary  Inspector  for  five  afternoons  per  week  through- 
out the  year.  Numerous  food  premises  were  inspected  during  1949 
and  made  to  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938.  A complete  survey  of  these  establishments  is  required, 
however,  if  the  Council  are  to  keep  pace  with  the  public’s  growing 
demand  for  clean  handling  of  food. 

During  1949  the  Council  undertook  the  work  of  rats  and  mice 
destruction  in  the  district  and  decided  to  give  a free  service  to 
domestic  premises.  The  knowledge  that  this  free  service  is  in 
existence  is  resulting  in  an  ever  increasing  number  of  complaints 
of  rat  infestation,  and  is  now  more  than  one  rodent  operative  can 
cope  with. 

I again  express  my  thanks  to  Mr-  W.  M.  Mathews,  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  conscientious  assistance,  and  to  all  the 
Council’s  officials  for  their  continued  co-operation. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  N.  HOLT,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  VISITS  AND 
NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1949. 

Nature  of  Visit  or  Inspection 
General  Sanitation — 

Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 368 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Outworkers  . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 1 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  . . . . . . . . 4 

Refuse  Disposal  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 744 

Smoke  Observations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Petroleum  Installations  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Swimming  Pools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Employment  Agencies  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits.  . . . . . . . . . 118 

Housing : Under  Public  Health  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 570 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 2,011 

Under  Housing  Acts — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 15 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Overcrowding — > 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 17 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Verminous  Premises — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 28 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Infectious  Diseases — 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D.  . . ....  12 

Visits  re  disinfection  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection-.  Inspection  of  Meat — 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 342 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  . . . . . . 14 

Visits  to  Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

Visits  to — 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Grocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ..  . ..  ..  118 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ice-Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 

Food  Preparing  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Restaurants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Licensed  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Miscellaneous  Food  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling — 

Milk — Bacteriological  . . . . . . . . . . . . 179 

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Notices  Served — 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served.  . . . . . . . 415 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  with  . . . . 408 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  . . . . . . 28 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  with  . . . . 33 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER 
THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
Houses,  etc — 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Chimney  Stacks  pointed  or  repaired. . . . . . . . 4 

Chimney  pots  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Flashings  repaired  or  replaced  . . . . . . . . 4 

Eavesgutters  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 25 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 24 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Walls  cement  rendered  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

New  window  sashcords  provided  . . . . . . . . 13 

Doors  repaired  (external)  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Door  steps  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 10 

Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Ceilings  where  plaster,  etc.  repaired  or  replaced  . . . . 12 

Rooms  where  wallplaster  etc.  repaired  or  replaced  . . n 


8 


Floors  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . n 

New  firegrates  provided  • • • • • • • • ■ ■ 2 

Ranges  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

New  ranges  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Chimney  fines  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Staircases  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Handrails  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Rooms  where  lighting  improved  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rooms  where  dampness  remedied  . . . . . . . . 1 

New  sinks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Trapped  sink  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . . . 9 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

New  washbasins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Trapped  washbasin  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . 8 

New  Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . 5 

Trapped  Bath  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . 5 

Washing  boilers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Washing  boiler  firegrates  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Washing  boiler  Hues  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Houses  where  water  service  pipes  repaired  . . . . 8 

Houses  where  water  supply  provided  inside  the  house  . . 4 

Rainwater  tanks  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Parapet  gutters  renewed  • • . . . • • • . . 1 

Outbuildings  demolished  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drainage— 

New  drains  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Old  drains  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Drains  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Drains  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Inspection  chambers  provided  • • • • • • ■ • 22 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  . . . . . . . . 3 

Inspection  chamber  covers  provided  . . . . . . 28 

Self-cleansing  gullies  provided  . . . . . . . . 16 

Soil  pipes  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 13 

Vent  pipes  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

W aterclosets — 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

W.C.s  where  walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

New’  basins  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

W.C.’s  v’here  connections  repaired..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renew  ed  . . . . . . . . 62 

New  flush  pipes  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

W.C.’s  provided  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  . . 1 

Door  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 2 
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W.C.  seats  repaired  or  replaced  . . . . . . . . 35 

Floors  repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

W.C.’s  ventilated  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

New  W.C.  structures  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Premises  used  for  the  Preparation,  etc.,  of  Food — 

Rooms  where,  walls  repaired  and  decorated  . . . . 18 

Rooms  where  ceilings  repaired  and  decorated  . . . . 14 

Rooms  where  woodwork  repaired  and  decorated  . . 6 

Rooms  where  ventilation  improved  . . . . . . • • 1 

Washbasins  provided  with  hot  and  cold  water  supply  over  20 

Factories — 

Cleansed,  lime  washed,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  . . . . 1 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  . . . . 2 

Shops — ! 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  remedied  . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous — 

New  dustbins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 308 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  . . . . . . . . 7 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
i (i)  Water 

With  the  exception  of  a few  outlying  houses,  which  have 
satisfactory  private  supplies,  Hitchin  obtains  its  water  from 
a piped  supply  owned  by  the  Council.  I am  indebted  to 
Mr.  S.  Davey,  Water  Engineer,  for  the  following  informa- 
tion : 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  wells,  Well  Head,  and 
Temple  End  situated  at  the  village  of  Charlton,  and 
Oughton  Head  situated  on  the  boundary  of  Pirton.  At  the 
present  time  the  safe  yield  from  these  wells  gives  a sub- 
stantial margin  over  requirements  and  no  restrictions  have 
been  necessary.  It  is  anticipated  that  expansion  for  the 
next  few  years  can  easily  be  coped  with.  The  subsoil  of 
the  district  is  mainly  chalk. 

The  Council  supply  water  in  bulk  to  the  Hitchin  Rural 
District  Council  for  the  areas  of  Ickleford,  Cadwell,  Pirton 
and  H dwell. 

The  highest  standard  of  purity  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  Council’s  analysts  take  three 
samples  every  fortnight  and  full  chemical  and  physical 
samples  every  quarter.  Slight  contamination  has  occurred 
in  the  raw  water  from  Well  Head  following  extraordinary 
heavy  rains  but  it  has  been  effectively  dealt  with  by  the 
chlorination  plant  before  being  pumped  into  supply. 

The  water  from  Well  Head  and  Temple  End  is  chlorin- 
ated at  the  pumping  station  at  Queen  Street  and  after  a 
minimum  of  six  hours  contact  is  de-chlorinated  before  being 
pumped  into  supply.  The  water  from  Oughton  Head  well 
is  chlorinated  at  the  pump  suction  and  after  a contact  time 
of  io  minutes  a residual  of  .2  p.p.m.  is  maintained. 

The  water  being  hard  no  trouble  is  experienced  from 
plumbo-solvency. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  with  a supply  of  water 
is  5,446  serving  approximately  19,500  persons. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  standpipe  is 
estimated  at  80  serving  approximately  300  persons. 

(it)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  only  extensions  to  the  sewers  were  on  the  Council’s 
housing  estate  at  Purwell,  and  at  Priory  Way. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  taken. 
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3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation 

With  the  exception  of  the  main  village  of  Charlton,  com- 
prising 34  houses,  and  a few  outlying  premises,  the  whole 
of  the  district  is  served  by  water-closets,  which  excluding 
one  or  two  houses  which  discharge  into  cesspools,  are  con- 
nected to  the  Council’s  sewers.  Charlton  is  in  the  main 
provided  with  pail  closets  or  connected  to  cesspools. 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  by  the  Council  for  the 
sewering  of  Charlton  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  out  the  work 
in  the  early  future. 

( ii)  Public  Cleansing 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  cost  of  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal  during  the  financial  year,  1949-50: 


Number  of  loads  collected  . . . . . . 2,545 

Estimated  weight  . . . . . . . . 3,91 1 tons 

Cost  of  collection  . . . . . . . . £5,017 

Cost  per  ton  . . . . . . . . £1  5s.  8d. 

Cost  of  disposal  . . . . . . . . . . £980 

Cost  per  ton  . . . . . . . . . . 5s.  od. 

Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  . . . . £5,997 


Cost  per  ton  of  Collection  and  Disposal  . . £1  10s.  8d. 

Salvage 


The  following  table  shows  the  materials  salvaged  during 


the  financial  year  and  the  receipts  therefrom : 

— 

O 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Wastepaper 

277 

18 

O 

J 

12 

i-795 

2 

4 

Metals — 

Rolled  Aluminium  . . 

4 

— 

18 

8 

5 

4 

Brass 

4 

— 

13 

4 

18 

0 

Copper 

1 

2 

16 

4 

14 

5 

Lead 

2 

— 

12 

7 

9 

4 

Battery  Lead.  . 

2 

— 

7 

3 

2 

7 

Iron 

5 

4 

3 

— 

11 

US 

8 

Uncleaned  Metals 

1 

16 

8 

7 

Rags,  etc. 

7 

— 

3 

2 

123 

4 

4 

Sacking  . . 

4 

19 

2 

12 

18 

6 

8 

Bones 

2 

3 

— 

L5 

11 

Kitchen  Waste 

i/4 

IT 

— 

442 

17 

8 

Condemned  Foodstuffs  . 

1 

5 

— 

20 

4 

8 

1 

Total 

47i 

17 

1 

16 

£2,425 

8 

11 

1 2 


ii  18  o 


Kitchen  Waste  Collection  Allowance  . . 

Wastepaper— Increased  Collection  Allow- 
ance . . . . . • • • • • *63  7 0 


£2,600  13  11 


(m)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  Sec  pages  7,  8,  9,  10 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices 

One  informal  notice  served  in  1948  in  respect  of  a shop 
which  contravened  Section  10(2)  of  the  Shops  Act  1934  (i-e- 
to  provide  and  maintain  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  or  about 
the  shop)  was  complied  with  during  the  year.  One  Certifi- 
cate of  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  Section  10(2) 
Shops  Act  1934  was  granted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
a shop. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  regarding  Offices. 

( v ) Camping  Sites  Nil. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement 

Smoke  observations  were  made  of  various  factory  chim- 
neys during  the  year,  and  advisory  visits  made  to  the 
respective  boiler  plants. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths 

There  is  a Public  Open  Air  Swimming  Rath  provided  by 
the  Council,  comprising  a main  pool  and  a children’s  pool. 
48  samples  of  the  water  in  the  pools  were  taken  through- 
out the  year  and  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
(mm)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

(fl)  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  . . . . 2 

(b)  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  . . . . 8 

All  the  infested  houses  were  disinfested.  Where  it  is 
possible  for  the  occupants  to  vacate  the  infested  premises 
for  twenty-four  hours  a gassing  method  of  disinfestation  is 
used,  the  rooms  being  sealed  and  put  under  gas  by  means 
of  “Thermatox”  fumigators.  After  unsealing,  the  rooms, 
beds,  and  mattresses  are  sprayed  with  an  insecticide  con- 
taining D.D.T.  as  a precaution  against  a possible  reinfesta- 
tion. Where  the  occupants  are  unable  to  vacate  a house, 
the  rooms,  etc.,  are  only  sprayed  as  above.  In  these  cases 
the  use  of  an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  has  been  found 
to  be  quite  efficacious,  although  live  bugs  persist  in  the 
premises  for  several  days. 

The  Council  are  carrying  out  the  disinfestation  of  verm- 
inous premises  as  a free  service. 

4.  Schools 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 585 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2,067 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 258 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-house  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . . . . . . 277 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  . . . . . . . . 28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . 29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  4 
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(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  n and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  . . . . . * . . 2 

(2)  Number  of  separate^  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . Nil 

During  the  year  one  basement  flat  and  one  cottage  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  were  closed  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

On  October  1st  of  this  year  several  Acts  and  Regulations 
relating  to  milk  came  into  operation  which  amongst  other 
things  transferred  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  regarding 
the  supervision  of  milk  production,  on  the  farm  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Powers  to  license  and  supervise 
milk  pasteurisation  plants  were  also  passed  from  district  councils 
to  county  councils. 

Nine  persons  carry  on  the  trade  of  distributor  of  milk  in  the 
district  and  seven  premises  are  used  as  dairies.  All  are 
registered  with  this  authority  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Four  distributors  hold  an  annual  Dealer's  Licence  to  use  the 
designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” in  relation  to  certain  milk 
bottled  by  them  at  their  respective  dairies,  and  two  distributors 
annual  Dealer’s  Licences  to  use  the  designations  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” and  " Pasteurised  ” respectively  in  relation  to  certain 
milks  received  already  bottled  and  retailed  by  them  within 
the  urban  district.  Three  distributors  of  milk  hold  Supple- 
mentary Licences  to  use  the  designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” 
in  relation  to  milk  retailed  in  Hitchin. 

Numerous  inspections  of  dairies  were  made  during  the  year 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 


Duiing  the  year  93  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with  the  following 
results : — 


Percentage- 

Satisfactory . Unsatisfactory . Satisfactory 


No.  of 

Samples.  Class  of  Milk. 

37  Tuberculin  Tested 
9 Accredited 
36  Ungraded 
9 Pasteurised 
2 Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 


32 

5 

86.5 

6 

3 

66.7 

17 

19 

47-2' 

6 

3 

66.7 

2 — ioo'; 


Guinea  Pig  inoculations  were  caried  out  with  36  of  the  Ungraded 
samples  and  7 of  the  Accredited  samples  to  test  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  2 Ungraded  or  of  the  total  samples  were 
reported  upon  as  positive. 

Two  dairies  in  the  district  hold  licences  granted  by  the  County 
Council  to  pasteurise  milk  and  all  milk  delivered  to  them,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  pasteurised  and 
retailed  to  the  public  as  Pasteurised.  The  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
not  pasteurised  is  bottled  at  the  two  dai^s  and  retailed  under  that 
designation. 


43  samples  of  the  above  Pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  examined  with  the  following  results : — 

Satisfactory . Unsatisfactory . Percentage  satisfactory . 

38  5 88.4% 

Early  in  1949  a complete  new  “ High  Temperature  Short  Time  ” 
pasteurising  plant  was  installed  at  the  dairy  referred  to  in  my  last 
annual  report,  and  the  apparatus  is  now  giving  excellent  results. 

All  milk  delivered  to  schools  in  Hitchin  is  pasteurised  and  24 
school  milks  were  also  taken  and  examined  with  the  following 
results : — 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory . Percentage  satisfactory . 

21  3 87.5% 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  Herts,  and  Beds.  Co-operative  Bacon  Factory  carry  out 
extensive  slaughtering  of  pigs  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
killed,  inspected  and  found  to  be  diseased  or  unsound  and  unfit 
for  food.  The  diseased  or  unsound  meat  was  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered and  disposed  of  so  as  not  to  be  used  for  human  con- 
sumption. 
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The  ordinary  routine  examination  of  the  pigs  is  carried  out  by 
slaughtermen,  i.c.  the  incision  of  the  submaxilliary  glands  of  the 
head  and  the  glands  of  the  organs.  Any  carcase  showing  any 
disease  or  abnormalities,  or  affected  in  any  degree  with  tuberculosis 
is  detained  along  with  its  organs  for  inspection  by  the  Meat  Inspec- 
tor. Pork  and  other  pigs  which  are  distributed  to  local  butchers 
are  inspected  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 

This  system  of  detention  is  the  best  that  can  be  adopted,  with- 
out appointing  a full-time  meat  inspector,  and  works  well  in 
practice.  One  Sanitary  Inspector  is  engaged  five  afternoons  per 
week  on  this  system  of  meat  inspection. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cons 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

"0 

°5 

Number  killed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J3J20 

Number  inspected  . • 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

33,720 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

i 

' 

40 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

00 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
eases other  than 
tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 3 -7 2°/o 

146 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 







4,213 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

8.12  t 

i7 


I lie  following  table  gives  summarised  information  relating  to  the 
carcases,  offal,  etc.,  condemned:  — 


Tuberculosis. 


9 

Pork  pig  carcases 

• • . . . . , . 

778 

134 

Bacon  pig  carcases 

. . 

22,650 

2 

Hog  carcases  . . 

. . . . . . 

50i 

1 

Sow  carcase 

• • , , . . 

228 

Miscellaneous  fores  and 

collars 

1,470 

2 

Sows  legs 

46 

3-025 

Pigs’  heads  and  tongues 

39-776 

396 

Pigs’  plucks 

2,336 

1-494 

Pigs’  mesenteric  fats  . . 

. . 

5-179 

Other  Diseases. 

2 

Pork  pig  carcases  

94 

2 

Pork  pig  carcases  

Moribund  or  Dead 

184 

1 

Pork  pig  carcase  

87 

1 

Pork  pig  carcase  

Pyaemia 

82 

1 

Pork  pig  carcase  

Jaundice 

77 

2 

Hog  carcases  

Moribund  or  Dead 

620 

2 

Bacon  pig  carcases 

240 

24 

Bacon  pig  carcases  .... 

Moribund  or  dead 

4-234 

2 

Bacon  pig  carcases 

Swine  Erysipelas 

289 

1 

Bacon  pig  carcase 

Septicaemia 

210 

1 

Bacon  pig  carcase  

. . . Cysticercus  Cellulosae 

146 

1 

Bacon  pig  carcase  

Pyaemia 

142 

1 

Pork  pig  forequarter  . . . 

Injury 

15 

19 

Bacon  pigs’  forequarters 

Injury 

473 

2 

Sows’  legs  

Injury 

74 

81 

Bacon  pigs’  legs  

Injury 

1,582 

Miscellaneous  parts  .... 

Injury 

81 

Miscellaneous  parts 

6 

Miscellaneous  parts  . . . . 

Inflammation 

21 

Miscellaneous  parts  .... 

52 

1,366 

Pigs’  plucks  

Cirrhosis,  etc. 

7,850 

126 

Pigs’  lungs Congestion  and  Pneumonia 

364 

3-585 

Pigs’  kidneys 

. . . . Cystic  and  Nephritis 

961 

3-350 

Pigs’  stomachs  

Inflammation 

11,766 

102,623 
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Numerous  visits  were  made  to  butchers’  shops,  food  shops  and 
other  food  preparing  premises.  The  following  quantities  of  food- 
stuffs were  also  found  to  be  unsound  and  unfit  for  food,  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners,  and  disposed  of  so  as  not 
to  be  used  for  human  consumption : — 

Meat  from  Butchers’  Shops. 

lbs. 

8 Part  Hindquarters  of  Beef  Decomposition  312J 

1 Part  Forequarter  of  Beef Decomposition  84 


396-1- 


General. 

Bacon 

Fish  

Salami 
Tinned  Meat 

Miscellaneous  tinned  and  packed  foods 


2,927! 


34i 

933 

560 

3871 

1,013 


Grand  Total  of  Foodstuffs  condemned  (all  classes): — 105,946  lbs. 
or  47  tons  5 cwts.  3 qrs.  22  lbs. 


Ice  Cream. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
a bacteriological  examination  during  1949,  and  after  the  applica- 
tion of  a Methylene  Blue  Reduction  test  were  classified  as  follows : _ 

Grade  1 . . . . 75  ) 

Grade  2 . . . . 25  I SatisfactoD'- 

Grade  3 . . . . 19  \ 

Grade  4 . . . . n j Unsatisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1949 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937. 

Part  i of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Author- 
ity • • 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 


Number  of 


Number  Occupiers 

011  Inspec-  Written  prose- 

Register  tions  notices  cuted 


22  2 


105  28 


4 


T3I  30 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S-3)  ••  ...  ... 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S-4)  • • 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S-7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 


Total 


Number  of  cases 
in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in 

Referred 

prose- 

to  by 

cutions 

H.M.  H.M. 

were 

Rente-  In-  In- 

insti- 

Found 

died  spector  spector 

n T 

tutcd 

O 

y 1 

— 

— 

— — — 

— 

I 

2 2 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


OUTWORK  (Sections  iio  and  iii.) 


Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  apparel 
making,  etc. 


Section  i 

I o 

Section 

Number 

Numbe 

of 

r 

Number 

of  out 

cases 

Number 

of  in- 

workers 

of 

of 

stances 

in 

default 

prose- 

of 

August 

in 

cutions 

work 

list  re- 

sending 

for 

in  un- 

quired 

lists 

failure 

whole- 

by 

to  the 

to 

some 

No- 

Section 

Coun- 

supply 

prem- 

tices 

iio(l)  (c) 

cil 

lists 

ises 

served 

10 



_ 

Prose- 

cutions 
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